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ELQQR DEBATE

S E N A T O R  COORDSEN: One minute.

S E N ATOR BROMM: So, w i t h  that, t h a n k  you. S e n a t o r  Coordsen.

S E N A T O R  COORDSEN: Th a n k  you. S e nator D w i t e  Pedersen, please,
to speak to the FA944.

S E N ATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k  you, Mr. President, m e mbers of the
Legislature. A M 3 1 3 4  we h a d  in the J u d i c i a r y  Committee
obviously, and S e nator B r a s h e a r  has a l r e a d y  t a l k e d  about that 
and I 'm s u p p ortive of t h a t . I d o n 't k n o w  t h a t  I'm in support  of
t h e  amendment to it, FA944, an d  I'll tell yo u  just a little bit
about m y  f e eling an d  t h e n  h ope t hat S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  is listening 
and t h e n  I'm g o i n g  to give h i m  th e  rest of m y  t i m e  an d  see if he 
can e x plain a little b it m o r e  h o w  this a m e n d m e n t  w ill fit in 
there. I h ear h i m  say i n g  t hat h e  wa n t s  to t i g h t e n  the m o n e y  
t h at  comes in for th e s e  d r i v e r  saf e t y  pro g r a m s  so t h at  they be 
u s e d  only for driv e r  safety. That, in hi s  theory, that I 
u n d e r s t a n d  w o u l d  be fine b e c a u s e  of some e x p e r i e n c e  t hat I have 
rec e i v e d  after w a t c h i n g  and s tudying one of th e  dri v e r  safety  
pro g r a m s  in Omaha, w h i c h  is the G r e a t e r  O m a h a  S a f e t y  Council, 
w h i c h  has g r o w n  into q u i t e  a m u s h r o o m  of a b u s i n e s s  a nd it 
is...gets m o s t  of its f e e s . . . h a d  to start out w i t h  fees from the 
d i v e r s i o n  p r o g r a m  for driv e r  safety, however, it's grown into 
far more other programs. T h e y  do DUI c l a s s e s  for p e o p l e  who 
h a v e  be en  d r i v i n g  un d e r  th e  influence, w h i c h  is also d o n e  by 
substance abuse counselors. Gu e s s  w h o  is one. T h e y  d o  MIP 
classes, m i n o r  in possession. T h e y ' v e  g r o w n . ..they d o  anger. 
It's gr o w n  into q u i t e  a b u s i n e s s  and I w o n d e r  ho w  it could have 
g r o w n  into this bus i n e s s  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  some of t h a t  mo n e y  that 
o r i g inally was m e a n t  for d r i v e r  safety. T h e re's a p r o g r a m  down 
in Sarpy C o u n t y  that came in an d  I'm r e a l . ..real impre s s e d  by 
the p r o g r a m  d o w n  there and t h i n k  that t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  a wonderful 
job and h ope t hat we ' r e  g o i n g  t o  model some l e g i s l a t i o n  in the 
f ut u r e  after t hem and I k now p a r t  of this is for them. So, at 
that, I...it's b a s i c a l l y  just q u e s t i o n s  and I'll g ive the rest 
of my time to S e nator Beutler. T h a n k  you.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you. Senator Pedersen. Senator
Thompson, please. Senator Thompson.


